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NOTIFICATIONS @NRL FBO
< 2 SICK ≥ 2 SICK TOTAL

# NOTIFICATIONS 46 132 170
# SICK 46 1982 2028
# HOSPITALIZATIONS 21 112 133
# DECEASED 2 2 4
# EXPOSURES 51 59930 59981
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CASES BY AGE AND GENDER

N = 64 CONFIRMED CASES
HOSPITALIZATION = 43 % (OF INTERVIEWED CASES)



https://atlas.ecdc.europa.eu/public/index.aspx

https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/microstrategy/FBO-dashboard



https://www.pexels.com/photo/people-sitting-at-the-table-5591216/
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INFECTIOUS DISEASE TRIANGLE
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POPULATION GROUPS AT RISK

https://www.favv-afsca.be/dagelijksleven/voedselvergiftigingen/listeria/



POPULATION GROUPS AT RISK

https://www.favv-afsca.be/dagelijksleven/voedselvergiftigingen/listeria/
IS not fully developed
immature intestinal epithelial barrier
immature gut microbiota
less stomach acid production



POPULATION GROUPS AT RISK

https://www.favv-afsca.be/dagelijksleven/voedselvergiftigingen/listeria/

age-related weakening of IS
slower GIT transit
less stomach acid production
comorbidity
medication
malnutrition



POPULATION GROUPS AT RISK

https://www.favv-afsca.be/dagelijksleven/voedselvergiftigingen/listeria/

negative hormonal impact on IS



POPULATION GROUPS AT RISK

https://www.favv-afsca.be/dagelijksleven/voedselvergiftigingen/listeria/

chronic/acute
impaired IS function
medication



WE ARE NOT ALWAYS AWARE
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everyone can get a foodborne illness

vulnerable persons are more likely than healthy individuals to be affected by lower 
numbers of a pathogen and are more likely to suffer more severe consequences of 

infection

together we can ensure microbiological safety of food also for those 
vulnerable groups more at risk

TAKE HOME MESSAGES



TAKE HOME MESSAGES

everyone can get a foodborne illness

vulnerable persons are more likely than healthy individuals to be affected by lower 
numbers of a pathogen and are more likely to suffer more severe consequences of 

infection

together we can ensure microbiological safety of food also for those                 
vulnerable groups more at risk
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