
Surveillance of zoonotic influenza in 
humans

Workshop One Health Surveillance
Brussels – 29/09/2023



Human zoonotic influenza: notification at regional level

Mandatory notifiable infections, but slightly different case definition according to region

• Brussels (COCOM) :

• possible case of respiratory syndrome with acute and severe presentation (clinical criteria and
epidemiological context of virus emergence (including new type of influenza virus))

• Wallonia (AVIQ) :

• possible case of respiratory syndrome with acute and severe presentation (clinical criteria and
epidemiological context of virus emergence (including new type of influenza virus))

• Lab confirmation of new subtype of influenza virus

• Flanders (Departement Zorg) :

• possible case of avian influenza : (clinical AND epidemiological criteria)

• possible case of new subtype of influenza virus: (clinical AND epidemiological criteria)



Human zoonotic influenza: objectives of notification

Objectives of the mandatory notification:

– Allow source and contact investigations by the regional authorities

– Notification at international level:

– Human infections with avian influenza viruses are notifiable under EU legislation within 24 hours through 
the Early Warning and Response System (EWRS) according to the regulation on serious cross-border threats 
to health (2022/2371).

– The International Health Regulations (IHR) notification system also requires notification, following the case 
definition for notification of human influenza caused by a new subtype under the IHR (2005).

– Surveillance at European level:

– event-based surveillance through ECDC's European surveillance portal for infectious diseases (EpiPulse).
– case-based surveillance about avian influenza through European Surveillance System (TESSy)



Human zoonotic influenza: detection of 
symptomatic cases
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Human zoonotic influenza: risk assessment

2 Risk Assessment Groups at national level:

• Risk Assessment Group - Veterinary – Emerging Zoonoses (RAG-V-EZ): Belgian multidisciplinary
reference group, supplemented as appropriate by external experts, in the field of emerging zoonoses
where animal health competences, shared between the federal and regional authorities, play a role

• Risk Assessment Group (RAG): Belgian multidisciplinary reference group, supplemented as
appropriate by external experts, evaluates the risk to the human population of potential public health
threats
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Risk Assessments at international level:

• European Food Safety Authority

in collaboration with

– the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control

– the European Union Reference Laboratory for Avian Influenza



Human zoonotic influenza: risk assessment

Risk Assessments at international level:

• European Food Safety Authority

in collaboration with

– the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control

– the European Union Reference Laboratory for Avian Influenza



Human zoonotic influenza: risk assessment

Risk Assessments at international level:

• European Food Safety Authority

in collaboration with

– the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control

– the European Union Reference Laboratory for Avian Influenza



Thank you for your attention!


	Slide Number 1
	Human zoonotic influenza: notification at regional level
	Human zoonotic influenza: objectives of notification
	Human zoonotic influenza: detection of symptomatic cases
	Human zoonotic influenza: detection of symptomatic cases
	Human zoonotic influenza: risk assessment
	Human zoonotic influenza: risk assessment
	Human zoonotic influenza: risk assessment
	Human zoonotic influenza: risk assessment
	Human zoonotic influenza: risk assessment
	Human zoonotic influenza: risk assessment
	Slide Number 12

