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Listeria monocytogenes Is a common low-level contaminant in ready-
to-eat foods of both plant and animal origin. It causes listeriosis, a

disease with the highest hospitalization and fatality rates among “OrganiZinQ PT,S iS one Of the

foodborne pathogens. In 2009, the Belgian food competent authority L
(FASFC) has designated Sciensano as national reference laboratory taSkS Of the NRL

(NRL) for L. monocytogenes. One of the NRL’s task Is to organize
proficiency tests (PT) for official laboratories and inform the competent
authority about the reliability of the participant’s results. Sensitivity,
specificity and the overall performance of the network were assessed
on the 2014 — 2023 period.
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* Performance of the participants is expressed using z-score based on the
consensus value from participants and the variability of the reported results.

Conclusion
Combining all results, the accuracy of the network Is estimated at 96.5%, which is considered good. However, for samples

contaminated with L. ivanovii, successive rounds do not show stable positive progress. Depending on the enumeration medium,
confirmation tests are essential to distinguish between L. monocytogenes and L. ivanovii. The sensitivity Is excellent and stands m
®

at 100%. Concerning the variability of the results of positive samples, it remains stable overtime.
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